
Sunday 6th September 

Big Idea 

Big Question 

SOAP 

In the Beginning 
  

God transforms the evil of Joseph’s brothers into something 
that saves the lives of people from many nations.  
 

Would you rather starve for a whole day or only eat only 
brussel sprouts for a day? 

 

Scripture Genesis 37:12-36, 45:1-18, 50:20 

Observation 1. Why did Joseph’s brothers sell him as a 
slave? 

Tip: The brothers wanted to kill Joseph because they were 
jealous of him but one of the brothers, Reuben, convinces them 
to just sell Joseph and pretend he is dead. 
 

2. Over many years in Egypt, Joseph had 
become a very important man. What do 
you think it would have been like for 
Joseph to have so much power over the 
brothers who had wanted him dead? 
Tip: Joseph seems to play tricks on his brothers and maybe 
found it hard to decide whether he would forgive his brothers 
or get revenge. 
 

3. Why do you think the brothers were 
afraid of Joseph? 
Tip: The brothers would have realised that Joseph had the 
power to kill them because of what they had done to him. 
 

4. The story of Joseph is the last story 
in the book of Genesis and it finishes with 
Joseph saying to his brothers: “You tried 
to hurt me, but God used what you did to 
save many people’s lives” (Gen 50:20). 
What do you think he means by this? 
Tip: This verse is one of the main themes of the whole book. 
From the sin of Adam and Eve, to the sin of the whole earth 
when God flooded it and when people rebelled against God by 
building the tower at Babel, God has transformed what was 
damaged by evil and restored it for better.  
 

 

 
  

 



Application  5. When people arrested Jesus and killed 
him, God transformed the evil into 
restoration for all people. What ways do 
we need restoration in our school, family, 
and lives? 
 

Tip: Maybe talk about things like COVID-19, fights with friends 
or family or sickness as bad things but where it’s also possible 
for God to bring about good. Ultimately, God will make all things 
new in the next life. 

 
6. What are the people and places we can 
be praying for God’s restoration? How 
can we be part of this? 
 
Try this craft idea too: 
Make a puppet like the one below, but use the four colours of 
the big story of God to make Joseph’s coat (green – created 
for good, black – damaged by evil, red – restored for better, 
white/yellow – sent together to heal).  

This helps to tell Joseph’s story and the whole story of the 
Bible. Use Genesis 50:20 for the Bible verse. 

 

 
Prayer Pray for people and places where there is 

a need for God to be restoring and 
transforming evil.  

 

 


