
 

  
  

 

 

Sunday 22nd November: God Came to Bethlehem  
 

Big Group Story  
 

Big Question: Where is your favourite place to spend Christmas Day? Why? 

 

Big Idea: Jesus was born in humble circumstances. He was born to ordinary parents 

(just a carpenter and his wife) in a small town called Bethlehem. His first cot 

was an animal’s feeding trough! 

 

Ideas to tell the story: 1. Start with the Big Question. Get the kids to share their answer with the 

person next to them. Maybe get a few children and leaders to call out their 

answers.  

2. Play a game to help the children understand exactly what Jesus did for us 

by becoming human. Print out the words of Philippians 2:6-11 and Luke 2:1-7 

on paper and cut them up into pieces. Hide all the pieces around the room 

and get the kids to find them all. After they have found them all, read out 

some of the phrases to highlight Jesus’ humility E.g. “Jesus was born in a 

manger” and “Jesus was humble”  

3. Use props / costumes to act out the story of Mary and Joseph coming to 

Bethlehem from Luke 2:1-7. Make signs for the four places in the story: 

Nazareth, Bethlehem, the inn and the stable. As you tell the story, move the 

characters from Nazareth to Bethlehem, then from the inn to the stable. 

Accentuate Jesus’ humility as you tell the story.    

 

Video:   Watch the video of Mary and Joseph heading to Bethlehem here.  

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v3656G6tWuI


 

 

 

 

Small Group S.O.A.P. 
 

Scripture:   Read Luke 2:1-7 from your Bible. 

 

Observation: 1. Do you know what the word humble means? Can you find all the humble 

parts of Jesus’ birth story in this passage? 

2. Where would you normally expect a King to be born? Why do you think 

God chose for Jesus to be born in such humble circumstances? 

 

Application:  Keep working on your Christmas art project this week. As you do, ask 

questions like these: 

3. Where are the places near where you live that would be like the ordinary 

place of Jesus’ birth story? Is there a way that your family can help the people 

of those places to experience Jesus’ love this Christmas? 

 4. Is there a person your family can write a thank you card to this Christmas? 

Maybe think of someone who wouldn’t normally get a Christmas card E.g. 

Teacher aides do the ordinary work in schools and sometimes miss out on 

getting Christmas cards from their students.  

 

Prayer: Maybe start your prayer like this: 

Thank you, Jesus that you know what it’s like to be human. Thank you that 

you humbled yourself when you came to earth. You know what it’s like to be 

happy and sad, hungry and full, excited and tired.  

Try to think of other things that you are thankful for and pray them together 

as a small group.  


